REYNOLDS 

genealogy 


historical 

COLLECTION 


FAMILY  HISTORY 


OF 

HENRY  AND  ELIZA  CURTIS 


Wesley 

By 

Lyman  Curtis 

1926 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2018 


https://archive.org/details/familyhistoryofhOOcurt 


\ 


Family  History 


4 

X 

1 

#N 


i 

/<■ 


w 


$ 

i 


HENRY  AND  ELIZA  CURTIS 

Compiled  by  f - — - - - - — 

WESLEY  L.  CURTIS 

j 

January  1,1926. 

In  the  persual  of  historic  references  we  find  that  the  Curtis  family, 
consisting  of  three  brothers  came  to  America  from  Nazing,  England  in  1632 
on  the  good  ship  Lion,  also  a  sister,  Mary  Curtis,  who  married  a  man  named 
Buggies  at  Hazing,  England. 

Will  iam  is  thought  to  have  settled  at  Stony  River,  Connecticut,  (pos¬ 
sibly  Stony  Creek)  a  town  located  in  New  Haven  county,  about  twenty  miles 
southeast  of  New  Haven  on  Long  Island  Sound.  It  is  said  that  the  house 
erected  by  him  that  year  is  still  standing  end  in  a  good  state  of  preser¬ 
vation,  and  occupied  by  a  lineal  descendant  in  the  sixth  generation. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  Wetherfield,  Connecticut,  about  twenty 
miles  directly  south  of  Hartford,  were  John,  Thomas  and  William  Curtis, 
each  of  whose  names  appear  in  the  land  records  and  whose  residences  are 
indicated  on  the  map  of  that  town  in  the  Memorial  History  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  Chapter  1,  Page  447. 

Stratford,  Connecticut,  situated  on  Long  Island  Sound,  just  east  of 
Bridgeport,  was  settled  by  a  colony  from  Wetherfield,  among  whom  was  the 
widow,  Elizabeth  Curtis,  and  her  sons  John,  William  and  Thomas,  the  last 
of  whom  is  known  only  by  mention  in  his  mother's  will.  It  is  very  proba¬ 
ble  that  John  and  Thomas  left  Roxbury,  a  village  in  the  southern  part  of 
Litchfield  county,  sometime  after  1634,  and  went  to  Wetherfield  where  they 
acquired  land;  that  John  was  the  husband  of  Elizabeth;  had  engaged  to  join 
the  expedition  at  Stratford,  and  had  disposed  of  his  land  and  property 
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preparatory  to  removal  but  died  before  the  expedition  started;  and  as  his 
plans  had  been  carried  too  far  to  abandon,  his  •widow  had  carried  them  out. 

Thomas  Curtis  was  the  first  of  his  name  in  Wetherfield  and  one  of  the 
first  of  the  colony  which  settled  there,  and  who  became  a  man  of  some  rep¬ 
utation  and  the  owner  of  a  large  estate.  He  was  probably  one  of  the  bro¬ 
thers  who  came  from  England.  He  died  November  13,  1681  at  the  age  of  83 
years.  Hinman's  genealogy  of  the  Puritans  says  of  him  that  he  was  freed 
from  training,  watching,  and  warding  by  the  General  Court  of  Connecticut 
May  21,  1657  during  his  practice  of  Phissicke. 

The  Curtis  family  was  numerous  in  England  as  shown  by  the  twenty  dif¬ 
ferent  coats  of  arms  borne  by  the  different  families  of  that  name;  many 
groups  of  brothers  came  early  to  America,  settling  in  different  localities 
and  founding  their  distinct  lines  of  descent. 

The  Curtis  family  appears  in  history  under  the  titles  of  Curtis; 
Courtis;  Curtoys,  Curtice,  Curtees,  Curteys,  Curtisse,  Curtiss,  Cortes, 
Corteys,  Courteys,  Curttes,  Curtyce ~ -nicknamed --The  Courteaus~-nOne  of 
courtly  manners. n  A  popular  name  from  the  thirteenth  century  downward. 

One  historian  has  said:  "Perhaps  the  numerous  Gwtis  families  has  caused 
more  confusion  to  historians  than,  any  other.” 

It  is  related  that  the  Curtis  family  in  England  were  great  friends 
of  William  Shakespeare  and  that  he  named  one  of  the  characters  in  his 
"Taming  of  the  Shrew"  for  him.  It  is  also  stated  that  some  of  the  Curtis 
friends  of  his  friends  were  instrumental  in  the  naming  of  the  town  of 
Stratford,  Connecticut,  for  Shakespeare’s  home  in  England, 

It  is  not  known  which  one  of  these  ancestors  the  Curtis  family  of 
which  the  writer  (Wesley  L.  of  Lincoln,  Nebraska)  is  descended  from,  al- 
tho  I  have  exhausted  every  clue  that  I  have  found,  even  making  a  trip  to 
St.  Lawrence  County,  1.  Y. ,  September  1925  where  I  consulted  the  records 
of  land  transfers,  wills,  marriages,  and  deaths  and  interviewed  many  mem- 
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bers  of  the  various  Curtis  families,  which  I  found  there,  also  the  census 
records  of  that  part  of  the  state,  none  of  these  helped  me  to  trace  our 
family  history,  but  feel  sure  that'  they  are  descended  from  one  of  these 

X 

three  brothers. 

The  children  were  all  bom  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  N.  Y. ,  according 
to  my  father  who  thought,  that,  the  place.  The  family  started  overland 
to  Illinois,  in  1843  when  Harrison  was  fair  years  old,  the  father,  Henry 
Sr.,  died  on  the  journey  while  traveling  through  Ohio,  of  milk  fever,  the 
family  continued  on  their  way,  settled  in  Schuyler  county,  Illinois. 

This  is  the  version  as  remembered  by  his  children,  altho  it  differs  from 
that  given  by  Harrison  J.  Curtis  in  the  following  sketch  of  his  life. 

There  the  widow  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Allen. 

It  was  learned  from  Mrs.  Eliza  Kulshult  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Illinois, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Collard,  that  she  came  from  Illinois  to  Nebraska  in 
1866  with  the  Curtis  family,  and  taught  school  in  the  vicinity  of  Helena; 
remaining  one  year.  Later,  upon  her  return  to  Pleasant  Hill,  Illinois, 
she,  with  Mrs .  Orville  Barnett,  drove  to  Hardin,  county  seat  of  Calhoun 
county,  Illinois  to  visit  Mrs.  Allen.  Up  to  this  time,  no  further  trace 
of  her  has  been  found.  The  children  of  Henry  and  Eli za  (Parks  or  Parker) 

Curtis  were : 

.  _  2 

Marietta  Curtis  b  Sept.  6,  1834,  m  (1)  Orville  Barnett,  d  Dec. 28, 1868; 

— ~ 2  '  (2)  Samuel  Thurman. 

Henry  Amos  Curtis  b  Jan.  1,  1837,  m  Patience  Cannon  (See  Cannon) 

-  -j  —  “  ~ 

Harrison  J.  Curtis  b  Aug*  16,  1839,  m  Mary  E.  Cannon  (See  Cannon) 

2 

Orville  Curtis  b  - - - - - - -,  died  young. 

Two  other  children  who  probably  died  in  infancy. 

2 

MARIETTA  CURTIS,  born  in  St.  Lawrence  county.  New  York,  the  eldest 
of  six  children,  come  with  the  family  to  Schuyler  county,  Illinois,  where, 
after  the  death  of  her  father,  the  family  separated,  she  making  her  home 
with  her  mother,  who  later  married  a  man  named  Allen,  who  at  one  time 
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lived  at  Hardin,  Calhoun  county,  Illinois.  On  June  22nd,  1854  she 
married  Orville  Barnett  to  ■whom  four  children  were  born--  George,  Eliza, 
Enma  and  William,  he  dying  August  22,  1868.  The  family  moved  to  the 
neighborhood  near  Helena,  Nebraska,  where  her  brothers  lived.  Here  she 
continued  to  make  her  home  until  she  moved  to  Churchill,  Nevada,  where, 
on  October  25,  1872  she  married  Samuel  Thurman.  Her  life  was  one  of  high 
purposes,  she  being  a  very  devout  Christian,  a  zealous  worker  for  the  tem¬ 
perance  cause  and  all  things  that  stood  for  the  uplift  of  humanity.  She 
had  a  very  unusual  aversion  for  debts.  She  and  her  husband  are  buried  at 
Churchill,  Nevada. 

The  children  of  Marietta  Curtis  Barnett  and  Orville  Barnett  were: 

3 

George  Allen  Barnett  b  May  1,  1856,  d  Apr.  17,  1908. 

Eliza  Rebecca^Barnett  b  March  13,  1858,  d  Aug.  22,  1858. 

3 

Emma  Rachel  Barnett  b  Aug.  3,  1860,  m  Anton  M.  Trolson. 

3 

William  H,  Barnett  b  Dec.  24,  1862,  d  Sent.  1,  1872. 

3 

Emma  Rachel  Barnett,  daughter  of  Orville  W.  and  Marietta  (Curtis) 
Barnett,  was  born  in  Pleasant  Hill,  Pike  Co.,  Ill.  She  married  Dec.  7, 
1880  Anton  Trolson,  farmer,  born  in  Norway  April  25,  1860,  son  of  John 
Trolson,  farmer  and  wife  Ida  (Hansen)  Trolson.  They  reside  in  Fallon, 
Nevada,  and  have  the  following  children: 

Mabel  B&rnett^Trolson  b  Sept.  13,  1881,  m  C.  V.  Taylor. 

4 

Vivian  H.  Trolson  b  Sept.  14,  1883,  m  L.  N.  Wightman. 

S.  Russell^Trolson  b  Nov.  10,  1900,  m  Alpha  Northan. 

HENRY  AMOS^CURTIS  came  from  St.  Lawrence  County,  New  York  with  his 

L  A  li-—  -  -  „  1M  # 

parents  when  a  young  lad  of  seven  years  of  age,  to  Schuyler  county,  Illi¬ 
nois.  The  death  of  his  father  separated  the  family  soon  after  the  arrival 
at  their  new  home.  He  was  bound  out  to  a  farmer  whose  name  is  not  known, 
with  whom  he  lived  until  manhood.  He  married  Patience  Cannon,  daughter  of 
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Bluford  and  2fe.rgaret  (Kerr)  (Hannon,  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Illinois,  April  11, 
1861,  at  which  place  they  continued  to  reside  until  1866,  when,  in  company 
with  his  brother,  Harrison,  and  their  respective  families,  moved  to  Nebras¬ 
ka  where  they  filed  on  a  homestead  six  miles  north  of  Tecumseh.  April  13, 
1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  99th  Illinois  V. Inf.,  of  which  he  remained  a 
member  until  mustered  out.  In  1873  with  his  family,  he  moved  to  Nevada, 
where  they  resided  about  a  year  and  a  half  when  they  returned  to  Nebraska, 
purchasing  a  farm  on  Turkey  Greek,  near  Helena  post  office.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  energy  and  ambition;  a  hard  worker;  very  successful  with  live 
stock  and  machinery.  He  successfully  operated  one  of  the  first  threshing 
machines  ever  brought  to  the  neighborhood.  Their  home  was  the  favorite 
meeting  place  for  friends  and  relatives  who  were  always  assured  of  a  warm 
welcome,  plenty  of  entertainment,  and,  not  the  least,  an  abundance  of  ex¬ 
cellent  food.  Aunt  "Pink”  as  she  was  called,  was  the  very  personification 
of  cordiality  and  one  of  those  kind  who  always  radiated  sunshine  and  "Good 
Cheer".  Her  family  of  ten  children  left  her  but  little  time  for  other 
matters,  but  in  some  way,  she  always  managed  to  help  the  needy.  After  the 
death  of  her  husband,  which  resulted  from  small  pox.  May  24,  1900,  while 
an  inmate  of  the  Soldiers  Home  at  Grand  Island,  she  lived  with  her  child¬ 
ren  until  1905  when  she  married  Michael  Quinn  of  Havelock,  Nebraska,  wire  re 
she  died  January  20,  1913.  She  is  buried  in  Tecumseh. 

The  children  of  Henry  Amos  and  Patience  (Cannon)  Curtis  were: 

Fannie  M.^Gurtis  b  Apr.  21,  1862,  m  Chas.  Henry  Micklam. 

7 

Laura°Gurtis  b  1864,  m  (1)  Wm.  Seay;  (2)  James  Ballinger. 

3 

Charles  Curtis  d  Jan.  25,  1913. 

3 

Roy  Curtis  .  d  Jan.  1895,  m  Enina.  Crete. 

Dollie^Curtis  b  Feb.  14,  1869,  d  Jan.  27,  1918;  m  James  Godfrey. 

Rollin  Curtis  b  Sept.  25,  1876,  m  Alice  Fouraker. 
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Pearl  Cannon  Curtis  b  Sept.  27,  1877,  m  Joe  Ghubbuck. 
Mailie^Curtis  b  Nov.  12,  1880,  d  July  9,  1918,  m  Joe  Moore. 

Ethel^Curtis  b  Feb.  5,  1883,  m  Paul  Hite. 

3 

John  Curtis  b  Logan  Co.,  Kans . „  m  Pearl  Brown. 

3 

Fannie  M.  Gurtis  of  The  Dalles,  Oregon,  daughter  of  Henry  A.  and 

Patience  (Cannon)  Gurtis,  born  in  Pleasant  Hill,  Pike  Co.,  Ill.  She 

married  Mar .  13,  1885  in  Tecumseh,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr.  Charles  Henry  Mick- 

lam  born  in  Bath,  Mels  on  county.  Ill.,  Jan.  12,  1853.  They  are  members 

of  the  Baptist  Church  and  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 

4 

Chester  Micklam  b  Jan.  4,  1885. 

Tressie  E. ^Micklam  b  June  4,  1886,  m  Ned  Town. 

Hazel  M. ^Micklam  b  May  10,  1890,  d  Aug.  18,  1891,  Cook,  Nebr. 

4 

Rhuea  P.  Micklam  b  Oct.  6,  1895. 

3  2 

Laura  Curtis  of  Mead,  Colo.,  daughter  of  Henry  A.  and  Patience 

(Cannon)  Curtis  born  in  Pleasant  Hill,  Pike  Co.,  married  (1)  in  1880 
William  Seay  born  1856,  died  in  Lincoln,  Nebr,  1893,  a  farmer.  She  mar¬ 
ried  (2)  James  Ballinger. 

3 

The  children  of  Laura  (Curtis)  and  William  Seay  were: 

Dolly^Seay  b  1881,  m  Henry  Yates. 

Eva^Seay  b  1889,  m  Dean  Kittell. 

The  children  of  Laura  (Curtis)  (Seay)  and  James  Ballinger  were: 

4 

George  R.  Ballinger  b  1900,  m  Ruth  Seltzer. 

4 

Pansy  B.  Ballinger  b  1904,  m  Leonard  Be in. 

3 

Doll ie  Curtis,  daughter  of  Henry  A.  and  Patience  (Cannon)  Curtis, 
born  at  Helena,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr.  Feb.  14,  1869,  died  in  Topeka,  Kans., 
Jan.  27,  1918.  She  married  Dec.  24,  1885,  James  Godfrey  of  Cook,  Nebr. 

A  farmer,  born  Feb.  22,  1862  in  Maquon,  Knox  Co.,  Ill.,  son  of  John  W. 

3 

and  Sarah  E.  (Woods)  Godfrey.  (See  Godfrey).  The  children  of  James  M. 
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and  Dollie  (Curtis)  Godfrey  were: 

Grace* * 3 4Godfrey  b  Oct.  10,  1886,  m  Milton  Perry. 

4 

Mabel  Godfrey  b  Sept.  16,  1888,  m  Tom  Morgan. 

4  '■  * 

Bertha  Godfrey  b  Nov.  23,  1892,  m  Roy  Smith. 

.  John^Godf rey  b  Oct.  1,  1898,  m  Bessie  Ferguson. 

4 

Helen  Godfrey  b  Aug.  25,  1901,  m  Roy  Tiverton. 

3  2 
Rollin  Curtis,  dairyman  of  Tecumseh,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr.,  son  of  Henry  A. 

Curtis  and  Patience  (Cannon)  Curtis,  was  born  near  Tecumseh,  Nebr.,  Sept. 

25,  1876;  he  married  Aug.  27,  1897  Alice  L.  Fouraker,  born  in  Salem,  Rich¬ 
ardson  Co.,  Nebr.,  Jan.  6,  1877,  daughter  of  William  and  Louisa  F.  (Curtis) 
Fouraker.  They  are  affiliated  with  the  Christian  Church.  The  following 

children  have  been  born  to  them; 

4 

Mai lie  Xzean  Curtis  b  May  30,  1898,  m  Eldon  L.  Henry. 

4 

Roy  C.  Curtis  b  Nov.  13,  1902,  m  Lola  Hickey. 

4 

Hubert  F.  Curtis  b  Sept.  20,  1905. 

4 

Frances  A.  Curtis  b  Sept.  12,  1907,  m  Herman  Dierks. 

4 

Pauline  M.  Curtis  b  Apr.  2,  1911. 

4 

Dorothy  E.  Curtis  b  Nov.  12,  1912. 

4 

Gwendolyn  Curtis  b  June  30,  1918. 

4 

Robert  W.  Curtis  b  Aug.  21,  1915. 

4 

Wallace  Reed  Curtis  b  Nov.  20,  1921. 

Mallie  Izean^Curtis,  1820  Prospect  St.,  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  daughter  of  Rollin 

3 

A.  Curtis  and  Alice  L.  (Fouraker)  Cult  is,  was  born  in  Tecumseh,  Johnston 
Go.,  Nebr.  She  married  in  Lincoln,  Nebr.  May  17,  1924,  Eldon  L.  Henry, 
clerk,  born  in  Billings,  Noble  Co.,  Okla.  Jan.  11,  1901,  son  of  Roy  E. 

Henry  and  Zella  (Bain)  Henry.  They  are  members  of  the  Protestant  Church, 

and  Mr.  Henry  is  a  Third  Degree  Mason.  They  have  no  children. 

4  ,  3 

Roy  C.  Curtis,  merchant,  110  No.  33rd  St.,  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  son  of  Rollin  A. 


and  Alice  (Fouraker)  Curtis  was  born  in  Tecumseh,  Nebr.  He  married  in 
Omaha,  Nebr.,  Apr.  20,  1922  Lola  A.  Hickey,  daughter  of  Chris  and  Fern.  M. 
(Thompson)  Hickey,  born  in  Reynolds,  Nebr.,  Dec.  20,  1902.  Their  children 
are : 

5 

Donnetta  Curtis  b  Jan.  26,  1923. 

5 

Gloria  Mae  Curtis  b  Mar.  11,  1925. 

3  2 

Pearl  Camon  Curtis,  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  daughter  of  Henry  A.  and  Patience 

(Cannon)  Curtis,  was  born  near  Tecumseh,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr.  She  married 
in  Tecumseh,  Nov.  24,  1896  Joseph  Emmons  Chubbuck,  foster  son  of  Carieton 
and  Francis  (Lawton)  Chubbuck,  born  Nov.  24,  1869.  Mr.  Chubbuck  is  a  me¬ 
chanic.  They  are  members  of  the  Protestant  Church,  and  have  the  following 
children. 

4 

Nellie  Marguerite  Chubbuck  b  Dec.  15,  1897,  m  Oren  H.  Griffith. 

Helen  Francis^Chubbuck  b  Nov.  7,  1899,  m  Lyle  P.  Trumbley. 

Carrie  Pearl^Chubbuck  b  Apr.  18,  1902,  d  Jan.  9,  1909. 

4 

Charles  K.  Chubbuck  b  Sept.  9,  1904,  m  Adaline  Bell. 

Curtis  Godfrey^Chubbuck  b  Feb.  4,  1917. 

4 

Nellie  Marguerite  Chubbuck,  daughter  of  Joseph  E.  and  Pearl  (Curtis) 
Chubbuck,  born  in  Tecumseh,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr.,  married  in  Lincoln,  Nebr. 
January  12,  1917  Oren  H.  Griffith,  boiler  maker,  born  in  Horton,  Kansas 
Feb.  7,  1894,  son  of  William  Griffith,  deceased,  and  wife  Henrietta 
(Shoupe)  Griffith.  They  reside  in  Worthington,  Minn.,  where  they  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Protestant  Church.  Their  children  are: 

William  Joseph* * * 4 5 Griffith  b  Nov.  11,  1917. 

Robert  Jean5 Griffith  b  Feb.  17,  1920. 

5 

Kenneth  Eugene  Griffith  b  Sept.  6,  1921. 

5 

Helen  Lucile  Griffith  b  Nov.  23,  1923. 

Son  -  Griffith  b  July  28,  1925. 


Helen  Frances  Chubbuck,  daughter  of  Joseph  E.  and  Pearl  Curtis  Chubbuck, 

born  in  Tecumseh,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr.,  married  in  Lincoln,  Nebr.  May  25, 

1920  Lyle  Perkey  Trumbley,  truck  driver,  son  of  Bert  H.  Trumbley,  real 

estate  dealer,  and  wife  Ella  May  (Finegan)  Trumbley,  born  in  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

July  18,  1898.  They  are  of  Protestant  faith  and  reside  at  1005  No.  30th 

St.,  Lincoln,  Nebr.  Their  children  are: 

Leroy  Dean^Trumbley  b  June  20,  1921. 

5 

Ruth  Arline  Trumbley  b  March  24,  1924. 

4 

Charles  K.  Chubbuck,  mechanic,  son  of  Joseph  and  Pearl  (Curtis)  Chubbuck 
was  born  in  Tecumseh,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr.  He  married  in  Council  Bluffs, 

Iowa  Oct.  1923,  Adaline  Bell,  daughter  of  John  P.  Bell.  They  have  one 
child : 

5 

Charles  Jr.  b  Sept.  9,  1924. 

They  reside  in  Clearmont,  Wyoming. 

3  2 

Ethel  Curtis  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  daughter  of  Henry  A.  and  Patience 

(Cannon)  Curtis,  was  born  in  Helena,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr.  She  married  (1) 

Dec.  29,  1901  Chas.  A.  Talcott;  (2)  Dec.  30,  1919  Paul  Hite,  born  in  Miller 

County,  Mo.,  sen  of  James  Hite,  druggist  and  wife  Jennie  (Cushman)  Hite. 

She  is  a  membef*  of  the  Christian  Science  Church.  No  children. 

2 

Harrison  J.  Curtis,  farmer  of  Cook,  Nebr.,  son  of  Henry  and  Elisa  (Parks 
or  Parker)  Curtis,  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y.,  died  at  Dsnnebrog, 
Nebr.,  June  11,  1894.  Buried  at  Cook,  Nebr.  He  was  married  at  Pleasant 
Hill,  Pike  Co.,  Ill.  March  14,  1860  to  Mary  E.  Cannon,  daughter  of  Bluford 
Cannon  and  wife,  Margaret  (Kerr)  Cannon.  Born  at  Elsberry,  Lincoln  Co., 

Mo.  She  died  at  Cook,  Nebr.  Jan.  3,  1908,  at  which  place  she  is  buried. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  "History  of  Johnson  and  Pawnee  Count¬ 
ies,  Nebraska",  Published  in  the  year  1885. 

HARRISON  J.  CURTIS  of  Helena  precinct,  Johnson  County,  is  one  of  its 


_ 
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oldest  pioneers.  He  was  torn  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  N.  Y.*  August  IS, 
1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Fark  (or  Parker)  Curtis  who 
were  natives  of  New  York  state  and  Vermont,  respectively.  Originally 
three  brothers  emigrated  from  England,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
a  direct  descendant  from  this  family. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  born  six  children  of  whom  three 
survive,  viz:  Marietta,  who  married  Samuel  Thurman  of  Churchill  county, 
Nevada;  Henry  A.  of  Cook,  Nebraska,  and  Harrison  J.  of  Helena  precinct, 
who  was  about  five  vears  old  7/hen  his  father  died. 

Harrison  J.  Curtis  was  bound  out  to  the  family  of"  Lewis  R.  King  of 
Huntsville,  Schuyler  county,  Illinois,  with  whom  he  remained  until  his 
eighteenth  year.  His  education  as  far  as  schooling  was  concerned  was 
somewhat  limited,  Illinois  being  provided  at  that  time,  almost  without 
exception  with  subscription  schools,  and  the  winter  months  alone  were  de¬ 
voted  to  study,  but  in  all  that  went  to  make  up  the  practical  part  of  his 
training  in  farming,  etc.,  he  was  perfectly  conversant  from  his  youth,  and 
it  is  not  surprising  that  upon  his  starting  upon  his  own  account  with  all 
the  interest  and  responsibility  attached  thereto,  he  speedily  made  his  way 
to  the  front  in  such  pursuits. 

Devoted  to  his  country  and  patriotic  to  a  degree  our  subject  enlisted 
ip  Co.  G.,  99th  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  August  12,  1862,  which  company 
was  composed  of  young  men  from  pike  county,  Illinois.  The  regiment  was 
attached  to  the  western  army  and  first  did  service  in  Missouri.  Later 
our  subject  was  transferred  to  the  Army  before  Vicksburg  and  participated 
in  the  siege  and  battle  at  that  place.  He  was  detailed  to  act  in  the 
company  as  teamster  and  carried  provisions  and  ammunition,  etc.,  for  the 
troops,  being  what  is  called  a  "Quartermaster’s  Teamster."  Subsequently 
he  participated  in  the  siege  of  Jacksonville  and  later  returned  to  Vicks- 
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burg  whore  he  was  in  camp  for  a  short  time  and  then  transferred  to  New 
Orleans  where  they  lay  in  camp  and  later  was  sent  to  Brazer  City,  La., 
where  he  was  disabled  from  a  kick  by  a  mule,  which  was  so  severe  that  he 
was  sent  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  remained  in  the  hospital  for  over  six 
weeks.  He  was  then  furloughed  for  sixty  days  and  returned  home,  but  at 
the  end  of  that  period,  being  still  unfit  for  service,  he  received  an  ex¬ 
tension  of  time,  viz:  thirty  days,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  regiment, 
which  was  in  Texas,  going  via  New  Orleans. 

He  was  now  detailed  to  serve  as  dispatch  carrier  for  a  short  time, 
and  was  wounded  by  an  explosion  of  a  torpedo  during  March,  1864.  This 
confined  him  to  the  hospital  and  resulted  in  his  being  unfit  for  service. 

He  was  therefore  honorably  discharged  in  June  of  that  year  in  Louisiana. 
Upon  returning  to  his  Illinois  home,  our  subject,  after  his  recovery,  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Mary  E.  Cannon  was  celebrated  on  the 
14th  day  of  March,  1860  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Pike  county,  Illinois.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Bluford  and  Margaret  (Kerr)  Cannon.  Her  parents  were  re¬ 
spectfully  natives  of  Kentucky  and  Missouri.  Upon  her  father ‘s  side  she 
is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and  the  original  founders  of  the  family  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic  settled  in  Maryland.  They  were  the  parents  of  several 
children  of  whom  the  following  ere  living:  Samuel  R.,  married.  Francis 
Armstrong,  both  of  whom  are  dead;  John,  living  at  Carterville,  Missouri; 
and  Henry  in  Holt  county,  Colorado;  Patience,  the  wife  of  Henry  A.  Curtis 
of  Cook,  Johnson  county,  Nebraska;  Benjamin  F.,  Logan  county,  Kansas;  and 
Mrs.  Curtis.  These  are  all  the  children  by  the  first  marriage  of  her 
father.  By  the  second  alliance  he  became  the  husband  of  Sarah  Triplett 
and  several  other  children  were  born,  of  whom  three  are  living,  viz:  Kate, 
who  is  married  to  L&Fayette  Jones;  Cora,  the  wife  of  Leroy  Jones;  and 
Smith,  all  residing  in  Smith  county,  Kansas. 


_ 


To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  there  have  been  given  ten  children,  of  whom 
they  have  lost  four  by  death,  viz:  William,  Lily,  Lutie  and  Samuel.  The 
living  children  are:  Henry  B.  who  is  married  to  Lydia  Fleischer;  Mollie 
J.  who  is  now  Mrs.  Nathan  Douglas  of  Cheyenne  county,  Kansas;  Frank  A.; 
Lucius  W. ;  Wesley  L. ;  and  Bessie  L.  In  1866,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
three  children,  our  subject  migrated  from  Illinois  to  Johnson  county,  Ne¬ 
braska.  The  journey  was  performed  by  means  of  a  wagon  and  a  four-mule 
team.  160  acres  were  taken  as  a  homestead  on  Section  29  of  Helena  precinct. 
It  was  situated  about  six  miles  north  of  Tec urns  eh,  and  the  primitive  con¬ 
dition  of  things  at  that  time  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  there  was 
but  one  house  between  them  and  the  village.  This  was  their  home  until 
1879  when  they  removed  to  their  present  farm  and  have  resided  there  con¬ 
tinuously  since  that  time.  He  owns  160  acres  of  land  and  every  part  of  it 
is  well  in  hand.  It  is  a  fertile  tract  and  yields  good  harvests.  It  is 
chiefly  cultivated  in  the  line  of  general  farming.  Throughout  the  years 
of  their  companionship  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  have  mutually  assisted  each 
other  in  all  the  affairs  of  life  and  their  home  has  been  one  of  the  happi¬ 
est  in  the  district.  They  are  both  members  in  good  standing  in  the  Baptist 
church  and  take  a  deep  interest  in  religious  matters.  Our  subject  has  for 
a  number  of  years  been  deacon  of  the  church,  and  still  serves  in  that  con¬ 
nection.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board 
and  has  done  good  service.  In  1868  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  is  more  than  fulfilling  the  hopes  of  his  friends.  Politically  he  is 
a  democrat,  and  is  an  active  member  of  that  party.  He  is  also  identified 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  advanced  to  the  degree  of  Master  Mason. 

He  is  a  man  of  character  and  personal  worth  and  is  one  of  the  esteemed 

and  most  valued  citizens  of  the  county. 

2 

MARY  E.  (CANNON)  CURTIS,  a  woman  of  shy,  almost  bashful  disposition, 
eldest  of  a  large  family  of  children.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  her  mother 


died  and  she  was  left  with  the  care  of  her  brothers  and  sisters,  to  whom 
she  was  very  much  devoted,  serving  in  the  place  of  mother  until  she  was 
married.  She  gave  her  best  efforts  to  her  large  family  of  children,  among 
whom  were  two  pair  of  twins.  As  the  wife  of  a  pioneer  in  Nebraska  she  en¬ 
dured  the  usual  hardships  that  come  to  the  life  of  the  early  residents,  un¬ 
complainingly  and  always  finding  time  to  assist  in  case  of  sickness,  or  to 
help  those  in  need  of  help  and  comfort.  She  seldom  complained  and  often 
admonished  her  children  to  say  no  ill  of  any  person,  and  if  nothing  good 
could  be  said  of  them  that  would  redown  to  their  credit,  to  say  nothing  at 
any  price. 

She,  like  her  husband,  was  a  devoted  Christian  of  the  old  school  and 
contributed  not  a  little  tqrard  the  organizing  and  maintaining  of  the 
church  and  Sunday  school,  both  of  which  were  held  in  their  home  before 
church  or  school  house  were  built.  She  had  received  but  little  schooling, 
and  appreciated  the  fact  that  without  an  education  one  was  greatly  handi¬ 
capped  in  their  life's  work,  and  she  always  offered  all  the  encouragement 
to  the  children  to  secure  as  much  of  an  education  as  possible  in  order  that 
they  might  be  better  able  to  meet  the  many  perplexing  questions  of  life. 

It  was  her  custom,  when,  in  later  years,  while  the  children  were  away  at 
school,  to  send  them  boxes  of  food  and  other  things,  and  in  many  ways  show 
them  her  devotion  and  aid  and  encourage  them  to  prepare  for  the  great  life' 
work  that  lay  before  them. 

She  assisted  in  the  rearing  of  four  sets  of  children;  her  brothers 
and  sisters;  her  cm;  the  nephews  and  nieces,  children  of  her  brother  Sam¬ 
uel  Cannon;  and  her  grandchildren,  those  of  her  daughter,  Mary  J.  Douglas, 
two  of  the  latter,  Robert  and  Max,  living  with  her  and  her  son,  Frank, 
until  her  death.  To  all  of  these  she  remained  a  devoted  helper  and  adviser 


until  her  death. 


14 


Children  of  Harrison  J.  and  Mary  E.  (Cannon)  Curtis: 

3 

Henry  Bluford  Curtis  b  Jan.  1,  1861,  m  Lyda  Fleisher. 

3 

Mary  Jane  Curtis  b  July  21,  1862,  m  Nathan  B.  Douglas 

m  (2)  James  Elting. 

Frank  AHen3Curtis  b  June  24,  1866. 

William  W.3Curtis  b  March  27,  1868,  d  June  12,  1869. 

3 

Lucius  Webster  Curtis  b  Jan.  7,  1870,  twin;  m  (1)  Bertha  M.  Cram; 

(2)  Mrs. Mamie  I. Barns. 

3  /  X 

Wesley  Lyman  Curtis  b  Jan.  7,  1870,  twin;  m  (1)  R.Minta  Campbell, 

(2)  Alice  Evans  Long. 

Lutie  M.3Curtis  b  Sept*  23,  1873,  twin;  d  October  12,  1874. 

3 

Lilly  B.  Curtis  b  Sept.  23,  1873,  twin;  d  October  4,  1874. 

3 

Bessie  Curtis  b  M°rch  31,  1876,  m  William  Melson. 

3 

Sanaa  el  Curtis  b  Dee.  28,  1879,  d  Jan.  9,  1881. 

3 

Henry  Bluford  Curtis,  son  of  Harrison  J.  and  Mary  E.  (Cannon)  Curtis  was 
born  in  Pleasant  Hill,  Pike  Co.,  Ill.  He  died  Jan.  13,  1899  in  Carterville, 
Jasper  Co.,  Missouri  and  is  buried  at  Valley  Falls,  Kans.  He  vas  a  man 
bearing  the  family  characteristics  of  his  maternal  grandfather,  small  in 
stature,  keen  of  intellect,  and  an  untiring  worker.  He  secured  his  early 
education  in  the  country  schools,  the  first  of  which  was  held  in  his  own 
home.  Then  he  attended  the  state  Agricultural  College  at  Lincoln.  Later 
hhe  Campbell  Normal  University,  at  Holton,  Kansas,  at  which  place  he  met 
Miss  Lyda  Fleischer  of  Valley  Falls,  Kans.,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Ann 
(Booth)  Fleischer.  She  was  born  at  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  Jan.  5,  1866.  They 
were  married  February  29,  1888.  He  farmed,  taught  school  and  was  the 
first  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Cook,  Nebraska,  at  which  time  his  father  con¬ 
ducted  an  implement  store  in  the  same  village.  His  death  was  due  to  a 
ruptured  blood  vessel  of  the  brain. 
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The  children  of  Henry  Bluford  and  Lyda  (Fleischer)  Curtis  were: 

4 

George  H.  Curtis  b  June  28,  1889,  m  Ethel  Connell. 

4 

Frank  B.  Curtis  b  Oct.  2,  1892,  d  Oct.  7,  1918  near  Meuse  River, 

France,  as  a  Soldier  while  in  action  during  the 
World  War. 

4 

Meryl  D.  Curtis  b  Dec.  31,  1893,  m  Leona  Langston. 

4 

Nellie  B.  Curtis  b  Nov  .  22,  1895,  m  Louis  J.  Senn. 

4 

Mable  D.  Curtis  b  Sept.  1898,  m  Stanley  W.  Marsh. 

4  3 

George  H.  Curtis,  barber,  of  Valley  Falls,  Kansas,  son  of  Henry  Bluford 

and  Lyda  (Fleischer)  Curtis,  was  born  in  Cook,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr.  He  mar¬ 
ried  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Ethel  Enid  Connell,  daughter  of  Samuel  Connell, 

fanner,  and  wife  Caroline  (Bunker)  Connell .  They  have  no  children. 

4  3 

Meryl  D.  Curtis,  farmer,  of  Valley  Falls,  Kans.,  son  of  Henry  Bluford  and 

Lyda  (Fleischer)  Curtis,  was  born  in  Phillips,  Adams  Co.  He  married  in 
Oskaloosa,  Kans.,  Feb.  21,  1922  Leona  Langston,  daughter  of  Win.  H.  Langston, 

born  in  Valley  Falls,  Kans. 

5 

W.  Marie  Curtis  b  Dec.  13,  1916  by  former  marriage. 

4 

The  children  of  D.  Meryl  Curtis  and  wife  Leona  Langston: - 

5 

William  Henry  Curtis  b  March  9,  1923. 

Ethel  Marie^Gurtis  b  June  29,  1925. 

4  3 

Nellie  B.  Curtis,  Valley  Falls,  Kans.,  daughter  of  Henry  Bluford  and  Lyda 

(Fleischer)  Curtis,  was  born  in  Carterville,  Jasper  County,  Mo.  She  mar¬ 
ried  in  Topeka,  Kans.,  May  22,  1918  Louis  Joseph  Senn,  son  of  Joseph  F. 

Sem,  farmer  and  wife  Mary  A.  (Gettler)  Senn,  born  in  Valley  Falls,  Kans. 

August  29,  1892.  They  reside  on  a  farm.  Their  children  are: 

5 

Lois  Marie  Senn  b  May  19,  1919. 

5 

Francis  Irene  Senn  b  July  16,  1921. 

4  3 

Mabel  D.  Curtis,  daughter  of  Henry  Bluford  and  Lyda  (Fleischer)  Curtis, 
was  born  in  Carterville,  Jasper  County,  Mo.  She  married  in  Topeka,  Kans. 
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Jan.  26,  1917  Stanley  W.  Marsh,  son  of  Ezekiel  Harsh,  retired  farmer.  They 

reside  in  Valley  Falls  and  are  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 

5 

Donald  Curtis  Harsh  b  July  29,  1917. 

George  E.^M&rsh  b  July  10,  1918. 

Ruth  Elinor^Marsh  b  Feb.  8,  1925. 

3  2 

Mary  Jane  Curtis,  daughter  of  Harrison  J.  and  Mary  E.  (Cannon)  Curtis  born 
in  Pleasant  Hill,  Ill.,  a  woman  of  the  same  quiet,  unassuming  disposition 
as  her  mother.  After  attending  the  district  school  she  taught  a  few  terms 
in  the  neighboring  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  was  married  to 
Nathan  B.  Douglas  July  18,  1882,  taking  the  place  of  a  mother  to  his  twin 
children,  Ida  and  Stephen,  whose  mother  died  a  few  years  before.  Her  life 
was  devoted  to  her  home  and  her  children,  six  of  whom  have  grown  to  manhood 
and  womanhood.  Her  husband  died  July  1,  1895  and  after  keeping  the  family 
together  for  a  few  years  she  married  Jas.  C.  Elting,  January  15,  1902,  to 
whom  one  child  was  born.  It  lived  but  a  few  days.  She  died  Sept.  19,1905 
of  typhoid  fever  and  is  buried  at  Tecumseh. 

3 

The  children  of  Nathan  brooks  and  Mary  Jane  (Curtis)  Douglas  were: 

Howard  Tillman^ Douglas  b  May  12,  1833,  m  Maude  Knott. 

4 

Harry  Bert  Douglas  b  Jan.  28,  1885,  d  Feb.  5,  1892. 

4 

Alice  Eugnnia  Douglas  b  Dec.  16,  188b,  m  Fred  Kessler. 

4 

Carolline  Elizabeth  Douglas  b  Apr.  14,  1889,  m  Bert  Hickman. 

Harry  Max^Douglas  b  Feb.  2,  1892,  m  Susie  Juhl. 

4 

Robert  Hugh  Douglas  b  Jan.  29,  1894,  m  Elizabeth  Shooke. 

4 

Nellie  Brooks  Douglas  b  Dec.  1,  1895,  m  Elmer  Ramsey. 

4  3 

Howard  Tillman  Douglaw,  of  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  son  of  Nathan  Brooks  and  Mary  J. 

(Curtis)  Douglas,  was  born  in  Tecumseh,  Nebr.  He  married  in  Lincoln,  Nebr., 

Sept.  20,  1906,  Maude  M.  Knott,  born  in  Kearney,  Buffalo  Co.,  Nebraska, 

May  10,  1889,  daughter  of  17m.  James  and  Sarah  (Murray)  Knott.  William 


James  Knott  was  born  in  Indiana  May  28,  1861,  and  died  Aug.  2,  1910,  the 
son  of  Wm.  McConley  and  Nancy  (Caraicheal )  Knott;  he  married  July  4,  1879 
in  Kearney,  Nebr.,  Sarah  Murray,  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Nov.  1,  1868. 

William  McConley  Knott  'was  born  Feb.  14,  1834,  d  Oct.  16,  1873.  His  wife 
Nancy  (Carmichael)  was  born  Oct.  31,  1832. 

4 

The  children  of  Howard  Tillman  and  Maude  M.  (Knott)  Douglas  were: 

5 

Helen  Brooks  Douglas  b  Feb.  4,  1908,  d  Jan.  12,  1915. 

5 

Robert  Donald  Douglas  b  Jan.  8,  1915,  d  April  25,  1918. 

5 

Mary  Elizabeth  Douglas  b  March  14,  1916. 

5 

Hazel  Irene  Douglas  b  Aug.  10,  19J8. 

5 

Laverne  D.  Douglas  b  July  8,  1921. 

4 

Alice  Eugenia  Douglas,  of  San  Diego,  Calif.,  daughter  of  Nathan  Brooks 

and  Mary  J.  (Curtis)  Douglas,  was  born  in  Tecumseh,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr. 

She  is  a  hair-dresser,  and  belongs  to  the  Christian  Science  Church  .  She 

married  in  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  July  26,  1905  Fred  Gilbert  Keesler,  and  they 

became  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 

5 

Melvin  Howard  Keesler  b  April  28,  1906. 

5 

Douglas  Keesler  b  June  17,  1917. 

4 

Caroline  Eliaabeth  Douglas,  daughter  of  Nathan  Brooks  and  Mary  J.  (Curtis) 
Douglas,  was  born  in  Tecumseh,  Johnson  County,  Nebraska.  She  married  April 

8,  1912,  Bert  George  Hickman,  salesman  born  in  Scotts  Mix  Co.,  S.D.,  Feb. 

9,  1886,  son  of  Harlan  H.  Hickman,  teacher,  and  wife  Estelle  (Hadley). 

They  reside  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  and  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Science  Church.  The  children  of  Bert  G.  and  Caroline  E.  (Douglas)  Hickman 
are : 


5 

Jeanette  Estelle  b  Feb.  24,  1913. 

5 

Bert  George  b  Oct.  6,  1924. 

4 

Max  H.  Douglas,  mechanic ,  son  of  Nathan  Brooks  and  Mary  J.  (Curtis) 


Douglas,  was  born  in  Tecumseh,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr*  He  married  in  Mason 

City,  Iowa,  Oct.  7,  1917,  Susanna  Johanna  Juhl,  daughter  of  Chris  Peter 

Juhl,  retired,  and  wife  Christina  (Scow)  Juhl,  born  in  Siller,  Hancock 

Co.,  Iowa  Febr.  21,  1897,  died  in  Ellington  Township,  Mason  City,  Iowa, 

4 

Oct.  10,  1921.  The  children  of  Max  H.  and  Susanna  (Juhl)  Douglas  are: 

t; 

Juhl  Pershing  Douglas,  b  Dec.  16,  1918.  — 

5 

Bert  Pierce  Douglas,  b  March  12,  1920. 

Harriett  Maxine^Douglas,  b  Sept.  22,  1921. 

4  3 

Robert  Hugh  Douglas,  salesman,  son  of  Nathan  Brooks  and  Mary  J.  (Curtis) 

Douglas  was  born  in  Tecumseh,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr.  He  married  in  Counoil 

Bluffs,  Iowa  Feb.  23,  1916  Elizabeth  May  Snook,  born  in  Friend,  Saline 

Co.,  Nebr.  Oct.  25,  1892,  daughter  of  Solomon  L.  and  Agnes  (Clark)  Snook, 

Solomon  L.  Snook,  a  fanner  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  his  wife  Agnes 

(Clark)  Snook  was  bom  in  Scotland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas  are  members  of 

the  Protestant  Church.  They  reside  at  2239  Dudley  St.,  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

Their  children  are : 

5 

Harold  Douglas,  b  Feb.  11,  1918  died  at  birth. 

5 

Robert  Eugene  Douglas,  b  Jan.  30,1921. 

4 

Nellie  Brooks  Douglas,  daughter  of  Nathan  Brooks  and  Mary  J.  (Curtis) 
Douglas  was  born  in  Dannebrog,  Howard  Co.,  Nebr.  She  married  in  Concordia, 
Cloud  Co.,  K&ns.,  Sept.  10,  1913,  Elmer  Elgin  Ramsey,  Born  in  Hollis, 

Cloud  Co.,  Kans . ,  Oct.  29,  1893,  son  of  Albert  Ramsey,  blacksmith  and  wife 
Ada  (Mullen)  Ramsey. 

The  children  of  Elmer  E.  and  Nellie  B.  (Douglas)  Ramsey  are: 

5 

Wilbur  Douglas  Ramsey  b  Dec.  12,  1914. 

Lloyd  Lorene^Ramsey  b  March  30,  1916. 

5 

Howard  Harry  Ramsey  b  Nov.  3,  1918. 

Carmen  Lucille^Douglas  b  Dec.  12,  1921. 


3 

FRANK  A.,  the  second  son  of  Harrison  J.  and  Mary  E.  Curtis  was  born  in 
Huntsville,  Schuyler  Co.,  Ill.,  on  June  24th,  1866,  being  a  babe  of  one 
year  when  the  family  moved  to  Nebraska. 

His  nature  was  even  more  shy  and  retiring  than  any  of  the  rest  of 
the  family,  in  fact  it  was  so  much  so  that  in  early  life  it  made  him  very 
uncomfortable  to  meet  strangers. 

His  early  years  were  spent  on  the  farm  and  on  reaching  manhood  he 
did  not,  like  the  rest,  leave  to  launch  cut  for  himself,  but  remained  at 
home  and  kept  the  home  for  the  father  and  mother  as  long  as  they  lived. 

He  also  helped  to  care  for  the  children  of  his  widowed  sister.  He 
never  married. 

After  the  mother's  death  he  spent  some  years  in  Texas  and  California 
and  is  now  living  on  a  small  fruit  and  vegetable  farm  near  Salerno, 
Florida. 

3  2 

Luoius  Webster  Curtis,  son  of  Harrison  J.  Curtis  and  Mary  E.  (Cannon) 
Curtis  was  born  near  Tecumseh,  Johnson  Co.  One  of  the  twin  boys  much 
more  rugged  than  his  brother,  was  greatly  interested  in  the  raising  of 
stock  and  loved  outdoor  life.  He  early  commenced  to  break  horses  at  which 
he  became  an  expert,  and  later  taking  up  the  work  of  a  veterinary,  became 
very  successful.  He  spent  one  year  at  a  veterinary  college  in  Kansas 
City,  but  did  not  complete  the  course.  He  married  (1)  Apr.  14,  1897,  in 
Tecumseh,  Nebr.  Bertha  Maude  Edith  Cram,  daughter  of  Charles  Henry  and 
Sarah  Ellen  (Manley)  Cram,  horn  in  Terre  Haute,  Putman  Co.,  Miss.  June 
8,  1878,  to  which  union  was  bom  one  girl,  Lucy,  now  Mrs.  Lucy  Glann  of 
Wenatchee,  Washington.  A  few  years  later  the  family  ties  were  broken 
and  he  married  (2)  Mrs.  Mamie  I.  Barnes,  July  22,  1902,  of  Chicago  Junct¬ 
ion,  Ohio.  About  1902  he  moved  to  Alliance,  Nebraska  where  he  practiced 
veterinary  surgery,  except  for  a  few  years  when  he  served  as  town  marshal 
and  deputy  sheriff.  His  was  a  very  likable  personality;  he  lived  up  to 


the  admonition  of  his  mother,  "to  say  ill  of  no  one",  more  closely  than 
usual*  During  his  last  illness  he  made  the  statement  that  he  had  never 
tasted  tobacco  or  intoxicating  liquors,  nor  ever  uttered  an  oath.  His 
last  illness  of  about  six  months  duration,  was  due  to  gall  stones  with 
heart  and  kidney  complications.  He  died  Feb.  21,  1925  and  is  buried  at 
Alliance,  Nebr. 

4 

Lucy  Maude  Curtis  b  Feb.  18,  1898,  m  Arthur  Gian n. 

4  3  , 

Lucy  Maude  Curtis,  daughter  of  Lucius  Webster  and  Bertha  M.E.  Grem,  was 

bom  in  Cook,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr.  She  married  in  Waterville,  Douglas  Co., 

Wash.  Dec.  8,  1915,  George  Arthur  Glann,  son  of  George  V.  and  Mattie  S. 

(Bosworth)  Glann  born  in  Jones  Co.,  Ga.  Aug.  28,  1890.  They  reside  on  a 

fruit  ranch  in  Wenatchee,  Wash.  Their  children  are: 

Arthur  Curt  is®  Claim  b  Aug.  5,  1916,  d  July  14,  1917* 

5 

Edward  Wesley  Glann  b  Feb.  12 ,  1919. 

Robert  Ray® Glann  b  Nov.  22,  1921. 

S 

Wesley  Lyman  Curtis,  physician,  of  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  son  of  Harrison  J. 

and  Mary  E.  (Cannon)  Curtis,  was  bom  at  Teeumseh,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr., 

3 

twin  brother  to  Lucius  Webster* Curtis.  He  married  in  Syracuse,  Otoe 
Co.,  Nebr.  Dec.  27,  1898,  R.  Minta  Campbell,  daughter  of  Michael  D. 
Campbell,  farmer,  and  wife  Martha  Ann  (Harris)  Campbell,  born  in  Thorn- 
town,  Boone  Co*,  Xnd.  Feb.  23,  1871,  died  in  Lincoln,  Nebr.  May  4,  1924. 

R.  MDJTA' (CAMPBELL)  CURTIS,  daughter ' of  Michael  D.  and  Martha  A. 
Campbell,  was  born  February  23,  1871  near  Thomtown,  Indiana.  She  spent 
her  early  life  as  a  typical  country  girl  of  that  day.  She  was  of  a  happy 
go-lucky  disposition  and  derived  more  joy  and  pleasure  from  life  than  is 
usual,  at  the  same  time  affording  her  companions  their  full  share.  Until 
about  twelve  years  of  age  she  was  not  very  studious  and  it  was  with  diffi 
culty  that  she  kept  up  with  her  classes.  It  was  discovered  at  this  time 
that  her  vision  was  poor  and  after  proper  fitting  of  glasses  her  progress 
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in  school  was  very  rapid. 

The  removal  of  her  family  to  Syracuse,  Nebraska  in  the  early  eighties 
brought  her  into  contact  with  better  school  facilities  and  her  advance¬ 
ment  was  speedy,  especially  in  speaking  (as  it  was  called  in  those  days), 
she  winning  several  medals  in  the  Demorest’s  Speaking  Contests.  She  was 
very  fond  of  horseback  riding,  receiving  the  prize  for  the  best  lady  rider 
at  the  county  fair  upon  one  occasion.  After  attending  the  home  schools 
she  spent  one  year  at  the  Peru  (Nebraska)  Normal,  after  which  she  taught 
several  terms  of  school  in  Douglas  and  Cook,  Nebraska.  At  the  latter 
place  she  became  acquainted  with  Dr.  W.  L.  Curtis,  the  acquaintance  ripen¬ 
ing  into  closer  ties,  she  was  married  to  him  December  27,  1898.  Their  home 
was  in  South  Omaha  until  1905  when  her  husband  entered  the  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey  Service,  being  stationed  in  the  Philippine  Islands  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  returned  to  private  practice,  locating  at  Cook, 
Nebraska,  Mrs.  Curtis  and  the  children  living  at  Syracuse  during  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  her  husband.  Later  (1909)  the  family  moved  to  Fairbury,  Nebraska 
where  they  remained  until  1918  when  they  located  in  Lincoln. 

In  all  of  these  places  she  entered  enthusiastically  into  church  and 
club  work,  making  her  influence  for  good  felt  in  an  unusual  degree.  Her 
tendency  to  rather  sudden  and  severe  sickness  was  cut  of  the  ordinary 
and  on  several  occasions  her  condition  became  of  such  a  critical  nature 
that  the  consulting  physician  despaired  of  her  recovery. 

She  was  peculiarly  attached  to  her  home  and  family,  fulfilling  the 
many  difficult  positions  which  a  wife  and  mother  is  called  upon  to  meet 
in  a  very  efficient  and  satisfactory  manner,  meeting  the  perplexities  of 
life  with  a  spirit  of  cheerfulness  in  thought  and  actions.  She  could  al¬ 
ways  see  a  silver  lining  to  every  cloud.  Her  counsel  and  advise  was 
eagerly  sought  and  highly  valued  by  her  intimate  friends. 


Her  last  sickness  was  the  result  of  an  infection  of  the  hip  joint, 
causing  much  pain  and  suffering,  which  she  bore  uncomplainingly,  and  at 
the  end  which  came  as  the  result  of  a  blood  clot  from  the  vessels  of 
the  region  of  the  hip  lodging  in  one  of  the  arteries  of  the  heart.  Her 
last  and  only  thoughts  were  of  her  family. 

During  her  last  illness,  while  occupying  the  same  room  in  the  hospi¬ 
tal  with  her  daughter,  Mary,  who  was  suffering  from  an  infected  hip,  she 
stated  that  the  and  her  husband  had  decided  that  they  would  practice  cre¬ 
mation  as  the  manner  of  disposing  of  their  bodies  after  death,  hers  being 
the  first  in  either  family  to  be  so  disposed  of,  the  cremation  taking 
place  in  Forest  Lawn  cemetery  at  Omaha,  and  the  ashes  being  deposited  in 
the  family  lot  in  Wyuka  cemetery  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska.  The  body  of  her 
first  child,  John  Campbell  Curtis,  was  brought  from  South  Omaha  and  de¬ 
posited  by  her  side  at  the  same  time. 

3 

Dr,  Wesley  Lyman,  and  R.  Minta  (Campbell)  Curtis  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children; 

4 

John  Campbell  Curtis  b  Aug.  3  and  d  Aug.  11,  1900;  buried  in 

Lincoln,  Nebr. 

4 

Martha  Elizabeth  Curtis  b  Aug.  29,  1901,  bora  At  South  Omaha,  Nebr. 
4 

Donald  Wesley  Curtis  b  Jan.  20,  1904,  born  at  South  Omaha,  Nebr. 

4 

Mary  Campbell  Curtis  b  July  15,  1908,  Cook, Nebr. 

3 

Wesley  L.  Curtis  was  married  Sept .  1®,  1925  to  Alice  Evans  Long,  born 

Nov.  9,  1878,  at  David  City,  Nebr.,  at  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  daughter  of  Arthur 

V#  Evant  born  at  Morris  Cross  Roads,  Pa.,  Dec.  31,  1849  and  Bessie  A. 

(Hanchett)  Evans  born  at  Cold  Water,  Mich.,  Mfe,rch  12,  1853.  Her  parents 

were  married  at  David  City,  Nebr.,  in  1879.  Her  father  was  a  lawyer  and 

served  as  district  judge  one  term  and  as  county  judge  several  terms. 

3  2 

Bessie  Curtis,  daughter  of  Harrison  J.  and  Mary  E.  (Cannon)  Curtis,  was 
born  near  lecumseh,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr.  She  married  in  Darmebrog,  Howard 
Co.,  Nebr.  Oct.  31,  1900,  William  J.  Melson,  born  in  Etennebrog,  Nebr., 


Oct.  30,  1872,  son  of  Lawrence  Melson,  teacher.  Mrs.  Mels on  resides  at 
2149  K  St.,  Lincoln,  Nebr.  She  is  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools,  and 
a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  The  children  of  William  J.  and 
Bessie  (Curtis )Melson  are: 

Evelyn  Elizabeth^Melson  b  Oct.  24,  1902,  Rawlins,  Wyo. 

John  EdisonSfelson  b  Nov.  25,  1905,  Rawlins,  Wyo. 

4 

Grace  Frances  Melson  b  Nov.  28,  1904,  Rawlins,  Wyo.,  died  Jan.  16, 

1905;  buried  in  Rawlins,  Wyo. 

4 

Lawrence  Julius  Melson  b  Jan.  19,  1909,  Lander,  Wyo. 

1 

Bluford  Cannon  was  born  in  Kentucky,  Dec.  19,  1813  of  Scotch-Irish  par¬ 


entage,  the  ancestors  having  settled  in  Maryland  upon  their  arrival  in 
this  country.  He  moved  to  Illinois  where  on  Dec.  13,  1839,  at  Pleasant 
Hill  he  married  Margaret  Kerr  Davis,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Ruth  Wells 
Kerr,  a  widow  with  one  child,  Margaret  Jane  Davie,  born  Aug.  15,  1835. 

They  moved  to  Elsberry,  Missouri  where  they  resided  for  a  number  of  years, 
most  of  their  children  being  born  there.  Later  they  returned  to  Pleasant 
Hill,  Ill.,  where  the  wife  and  mother  died  Feb.  12,  1858,  being  buried  in 
the  Wells  cemetery  at  the  above  place.  On  April  5,  1860  he  was  married 
to  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Worsham)  Triplett,  born  Dec.  4,  1832,  near  Clarkes - 
ville.  Mo.,  at  Clarkesville,  Mo.,  by  Rev.  J. J.  Errett.  A  few  years  later 
they  removed  to  Helena,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr.,  where  he  conducted  a  small 
ator©  and  his  farm.  He  had  been  in  business  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Ill.,  be¬ 
fore  going  to  Nebraska.  He  died  Sept.  26,  1871  of  erysipelas  and  was 
buried  in  the  private  cemetery  on  the  homestead  of  Harrison  J.  Curtis. 
Margaret  Jane  Davis  married  Z,  Webster  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Ill.,  where  they 
continued  to  reside  until  their  deaths,  both  being  buried  in  the  Wells 
cemetery.  Pleasant  Hill,  Ill.  Their  children  were : 

Irvin  Webster,  Pleasant  Hill,  Ill. 

John  Webster,  Plymouth,  lad. 


Ellen  Webster,  m,  Westlake,  Okla. 

Alice  Webster,  a,  Clark,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Children  of  Bluford  and  Margaret  Kerr  Cannon  were: 

2 

Mary  Elizabeth  Cannon,  b  Sept.  14,  1840,  d  Jan.  3,  1908. 

2 

Sami.  Richard  Cannon,  b  July  12,  1842,  d  Mar.  12,  1877. 

2 

Patience  Cannon,  b  April  14,  1844,  d  Jan.  20,  1813. 

2 

James  Richard  Cannon,  b  July  18,  1846,  d  Sept.  24,  1847. 

2 

John  Wesley  Cannon,  b  Nov.  30,  1847,  d  July  8,  1905. 

2 

Chaa.  Henry  Cannon,  b  Apr.  11,  1850,  d  Aug.  7,  1889, 

2 

Temperence  Ruth  Cannon,  b  Nov.  19,  1852,  d  Nov.  11,  1866. 

2 

Benjamin  Franklin  Cannon,  b  July  17,  1855,  d  Mar.  17,  1913. 

Children  of  Bluford  and  Sarah  E*  Cannon  were: 

2 

Wm.  Isaac  Cannon,  b  Jan*  15,  1861,  d  Feb.  19,  1861. 

2 

Kate  Jane  Cannon,  b  Apr.  25,  1862,  d  Dec.  27,  1905. 

2 

Cora  Douglas  Cannon,  b  March  16,  1864,  m  LeRoy  Jones. 

2 

Effa  Cannon,  b  March  5,  1866,  d  Oct.  4,  1867. 

2 

Sophie  Cannon,  b  Feb.  9,  1868,  d  Aug.  30,  1888. 

Ida*' Cannon,  b  Feb.  14,  1869,  d  Aug.  31,  1871. 

2 

Smith  Jemings  Cannon,  b  Apr.  22,  1870,  m  Iva  Jones. 

After  the  death  of  Bluford  Cannon,  Sarah  E.  (Triplett)  Cannon  married 

Peter  Platt  at  Helena,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr.,  Oct.  7,  1877.  This  union  did 

not  prove  to  be  a  happy  one  and  they  soon  discontinued  to  live  as  man  and 

wife.  She  afterwards  moved  to  Reamsville,  Smith  County,  Kans.,  where  she 

died  June  10,  1900,  being  buried  at  the  above  place. 

/  *2 

Mary  E.  (Cannon)  Curtis,  born  at  Ellsberry,  Mo.,  married  Harrison  J. 

Curtis,  (See  Curtis). 

2 

SAMUEL  R,  CANNON  and  family. 

2 

Samuel  R.  Cannon,  the  second  child  of  Bluford. and  Margaret  (Kerr) 


Cannon,  was  married  to  Frances  Armstrong  February  13,  1862.  Their  home 
at  Pleasant  Hill,  Illinois  was  broken  at  an  early  day  by  the  death  of  the 
wife  and  mother  who  succumbed  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  He  again  married 
and  to  this  union  two  children  were  born,  Janie  and  Charles.  His  demise 
was  early,  the  same  malady  that  afflicted  the  first  wife  causing  his 
death.  As  the  children  by  his  first  wife  all  showed  a  tendency  to  lung 
trouble,  they  were  sent  to  Nebraska  about  1881  where  they  were  taken  into 
the  home  of  their  aunt,  Mary  E.  Curtis,  where  they  continued  to  live  un¬ 
til  grown. 

Children  of  Samuel  R.  Cannon  and  Frances  (Armstrong)  Camion: 

3 

Pur ini ha  Cannon  b  Nov.  27,  1864,  m  Harry  S.  Berry.  (See  Berry. ) 

3 

Nettie  Cannon  b  Nov.  10,  1866,  m  Charles  Long. 

3 

John  S.  Cannon  b  Oct.  10,  1868,  d  May  15,  1892. 

3 

Samuel  Richard  Cannon  b  Sept.  8,  1870,  d  Oct.  30,  1897. 

2 

By  his  second  marriage  to  — * - - ,  Samuel  R.  Cannon  had  - 

3  • 

Charles  Cannon. 

Janie^Cannon. 

3 

Purintha  (Cannon)  Berry,  a  woman  of  a  very  likeable  disposition,  an 
unusual  desire  to  succeed,  and  a  splendid  housekeeper,  was  married  to 
Harry  S.  Berry,  February  27,  1886.  Two  boys,  J.  Swift,  John  R.,  and  a 
daughter,  Martha,  who  died  in  infancy,  came  to  bless  their  home.  The 
mother  was  not  spared  long  to  enjoy  her  home  and  family,  she  departing 
this  life  September  2,  1895,  the  burial  being  at  Tecumseh. 

Her  husband,  Harry  S.  Berry,  the  son  of  Darwin  H.  Berry  and  Martha 
(Wight man)  Berry,  early  settlers  of  Johnson  county,  Nebraska,  came  from 
Vermont  in  1868,  continued  the  home  for  his  boys,  his  mother  contribut- 
ing  not  a  little  to  help  him  in  his  difficult  situation.  Both  boys 
studied  forestry  and  are  now  "Forest  Rangers",  located  in  California, 
both  serving  in  the  army  during  the  World  War. 


26 


3 

Nettie  (Cannon)  Long,  the  second  daughter,  was  never  strong,  but 

possessed  a  very  likeable  disposition,  always  cheerful  and  uncomplaining 

and  radiating  sunshine.  She  returned  to  Illinois  after  a  few  years  in 

Nebraska,  where,  November  3,  1887  she  married  Charles  Long;  her  first 

born  preceded  her  in  death  about  one  year. 

3 

John  S.  Cannon,  a  boy  always  ambitious  to  succeed,  worked  on  the 

farm  and  taught  school  one  term,  after  which  he  completed  a  business 

course  in  Lincoln  and  taught  in  the  same  school,  later  going  to  Wyoming 

for  his  health,  but  all  to  no  avail.  He  died  May  15,  1892. 

3 

Samuel  Richard  (Dick)  Gannon  of  a  rollicking  "Happy-Go-Lucky"  dis¬ 
position,  spent  his  time  after  coming  to  Nebraska  farming  with  his  bro¬ 
ther-in-law,  Harry  S.  Berry,  later  working  with  Charles  Long  in  the  Black 
Hills,  South  Dakota,  and  still  later  working  for  the  Burlington  railroad 
as  a  brakeman,  in  which  position  he  received  an  injury  that  proved  fatal 
in  a  very  short  time.  Neither  cf  the  boys  were  married.  Both  are  buried 

at  Tecumseh,  Nebraska  in  the  Darwin  Berry  lot. 

2 

Patience  Cannon  married  Henry  A.  Curtis.  (See  Curtis). 

2 

John  Wesley  Cannon  as  a  boy  was  very  ambitious  and  secured  more  of 
an  education  than  was  usual  for  that  period.  He  taught  school  and  con¬ 
ducted  a  store  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Illinois,  also  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  He  was  married  Dec.  30,  1875  to  Sarah  Adeline  Hughes,  who  was 
born  March  5,  1853,  died  June  10,  1877.  One  child  was  born  to  them, 
Maude,  Feb.  22,  1877,  died  Feb.  4,  1878.  His  second  marriage  to  Rebecca 
Jane  Dyer,  born  Sept.  28,  1857,  occured  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Ill.  Their 
children  are: 

3 

Scott  Dyer  Cannon  b  Feb.  8,  1882,  m  Feb.  2,  1909,  Lena  Marcella 

Sedgwick,  b  June  30,  1883. 

3 

Harry  Grover  Cannon,  b  May  21,  1884,  unmarried. 
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2 

CHARLES  HENRY  CANNON,  son  of  Bluford  and  Margaret  (Kerr)  Cannon,  cane  to 
Nebraska  with  his  father's  family  about  1868,  later  going  away  and  was 
not  heard  from  for  many  years  when  he  appeared  at  the  home  of  Harrison  J. 
and  Mary  E.  Curtis  just  as  the  family  were  sitting  down  to  their  Thanks¬ 
giving  dinner.  This  was  one  of  the  few  times  that  I  ever  witnessed  my 
mother,  Mary  E.  Curtis,  giving  away  to  her  emotions,  the  meeting  between 
her  and  her  brother,  whom  she  had  thought  dead,  was  an  event  not  to  be 
forgotten.  He  returned  to  Colorado  where  he  had  been  living  and  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Kate  Overhalsy.  He  died  without  issue  at  Cheyenne  Wells, 

Colorado  August  5,  1881. 

2 

BENJAMIN  F.  CANNON,  the  youngest  of  the  six  brothers  and  sisters,  was 
quite  young  when  his  mother  died,  and  his  eldest  sister,  Mary  E.,  filled 
her  place  in  his  younger  years.  This  early  association  resulted  in  his 
having  more  than  the  usual  love  and  respect  for  her,  which  continued 
through  their  lives.  He  spent  his  earlier  adult  life  in  and  around  the 
neighborhood  of  Helena,  Nebraska,  farming  and  stock  raising. 

July  13,  1888  he  was  married  to  Rosie  Gasman,  which  family  of 
German  descent,  came  from  Jerseyville,  Illinois  to  the  Helena  neighbor¬ 
hood  in  1880,  buying  the  Harrison  J.  Curtis  homestead.  Their  home  was 
maintained  here  most  of  the  time  until  her  death.  Their  two  sons,  Blu¬ 
ford  and  Grover  are  carpenters  and  now  live  at  Buffalo,  Wyoming.  Later 
in  Hayes  Center,  Nebraska  he  remarried,  but  the  writer  is  not  conversant 
with  the  later  years  of  his  life.  Both  he  and  his  first  wife  are  buried 

at  Tecumseh,  Nebraska.  Their  children  are: 

3 

Bluford  Fredrick  Cannon,  b - ,  m  A.pr .  4,  1911,  Roberta  Lee  Ed¬ 

wards. 

One  child  bora  to  them: 

4 

Frieda  Lee  Garmon,  b  March  20,  1912. 

GROVER  C .  GANN 0 N ,  Unmarried. 

2 

KATE  JANE  (CANNON)  JONES,  the  eldest  child  of  Bluford  and  Sarah  E. 


(Triplett)  Gannon,  came  to  Nebraska  with  her  parents  at  an  early  age 
where  she  grew  to  early  womanhood  on  the  farm  of  her  father  in  Helena 
precinct.  January  30,  1879  she  was  married  to  LaFayette  Jones,  born 
in  Bath,  Mason  Co.,  Ill.,  Dec.  11,  1849,  a  young  farmer,  son  of  Wesley 
and  Holly  Jones.  They  continued  to  reside  in  this  neighborhood  for 
several  years,  later  moving  to  Smith  county,  Kansas,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  a  few  years  and  again  locating  in  Cook,  Nebraska  where  she  de¬ 
parted  this  life  December  27,  1905.  Mr.  Jones  is  now  residing  in  Quapaw, 
Okla. 

She  possessed  a  very  jolly  disposition,  deriving  much  pleasure  from 
her  friends  and  neighbors,  she  was  devoted  to  her  home  and  family  to  an 
unusual  degree.  She  is  survived  by  her  four  children  and  husband.  She 
was  buried  beside  her  father  and  sister  in  the  family  lot  in  the  Cook 
cemetery.  The  two  latter  bodies  with  those  of  Lillie,  Lutie  and  William 
C.  Curtis,  being  removed  from  the  private  burial  ground  on  the  homestead 
of  Harrison  J.  Curtis  to  the  Cook  cemetery  in  1880,  at  the  time  of  the 
sale  of  the  homestead  to  Mr.  Fred  Goeman.  There  were  other  bodies  buried 
in  this  private  cemetery,  but  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  the  individuals 
and  think  all  were  removed  to  the  Cook  cemetery  at  the  same  time.  The 
children  of  Lafayette  and  Katie  (Cannon)  Jones  were: 

3 

Goldia  A.  Jones  b  Feb.  24,  1881  m  George  Coover. 

3 

Susis  B.  Jones  b  Apr.  22,  1887  m  Charles  Green. 

3 

Ben  C.  Jones  b  Jan.  26,  1896. 

3 

Myron  D.  Jones  b  Nov.  20,  1897,  m  Dora  I.  Dale. 

3 

Goldia  A.  Jones,  daughter  of  Lafayette  and  Katie  (Cannon)  Jones,  was 
born  in  Tecumseh,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr.  She  married  in  Cook,  Johnson  Co., 
Nebr.  March  24,  1909  George  L.  Coover,  born  in  Garden  City,  Bass  Co.,  Mo. 
Oct.  29,  1877.  They  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  reside  at 
1950  J  St.,  Lincoln,  Nebr.  There  are  no  children. 


29. 


Susie  B.  Jones ,  daughter  of  Lafayette  and  Katie  (Cannon)  Jones,  was  born 

in  Reamsville,  Smith  Co.,  Kans.  She  married  in  Wyandotte,  Ottawa  Co., 

Okla.  Dec.  1,  1914  Charles  Green,  born  Jan.  1,  - ,  son  of  M.  H.  Green, 

merchant,  and  wife  Adaline  Green.  They  reside  in  Quapaw,  Okla.,  where 

they  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  There  are  no  children. 

3 

Myron  D.  Jones  of  Quapaw,  Okla.,  painter,  son  of  Lafayette  and  Katie 

(Cannost)  Jones,  was  born  near  Hardilee,  Smith  Co.,  Kans.  He  married  in 

Wyandotte,  Ottawa  Co.,  Okla.  March  2,  1920  Dora  I.  Dale,  born  in  Claremore 

Co.,  Okla.  Aug.  8,  1904.  Xheir  children  are: 

4 

Edwin  Ashley  Jones  b  Nov.  23,  1921. 

4 

James  Calvin  Jones  b  Nov.  23,  1924. 

Cannon. 

Cora  Cannon,  daughter  of  Bluford  and  Sarah  (Triplett)  Cannon,  was  born 
in  Pleasant  Hill,  Pike  Co.,  Ill.  She  married  in  T ecu  ms  eh,  Johnson  Co., 
Nebr.  Sept.  19,  1880,  LeRoy  Jones,  farmer,  born  in  Atchison,  Mo.  Feb.  14, 
1858,  son  of  Harvey  Jones,  farmer.  They  reside  in  Athol,  Kansas,  and 
have  the  following  children: 

3 

Dottie  Jones  b  Sept.  16,  1882,  m  Wilbur  Plumb. 

3 

Scott  Jones  b  Sept.  22,  1887,  m  Eva  Sheets. 

3 

Nellie  Jones  b  June  26,  1890,  m  Ola  Billings. 

3 

Wayne  Jones  b  Aug.  1,  1893,  m  Rose  Worley. 

3 

Lerpy  Jones  b  Sept.  2,  1896,  m  Marie  Cole, 

3 

Bluford  Jones  b  Aug.  23,  1904,  d  Jan.  19,  1905. 

2 

Smith  J.  Cannon,  carpenter,  of  Nelson,  Nebr.,  son  of  Bluford  and  Sarah 
(Triplett)  Cannon,  was  born  near  Tecumseh,  Nebr.;  he  married  Dec.  30, 

1897  Iva  Jones,  daughter  of  James  R.  Jones,  farmer,  and  wife  Matilda  F. 
Jones,  born  in  Unionville,  Putman  Co.,  Mo.  Nov.  17,  1876.  They  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Protestant  Church.  Their  children  are: 


3 

Ocie  Olla  Cannon  b  Apr.  8,  1902,  m  Claud  Flower. 

3 

Arden  Wilford  Cannon  b  Jan.  19,  1906. 

3 

Bluford  James  Cannon  b  May  21,  1913. 

3 

Eula  Arline  Cannon  b  Sept.  15,  1917. 

•2 

Ocie  011a°Cannon,  Nelson,  Nebr.,  daughter  of  Smith  J.  and  Iva  (Jones) 

Cannon,  was  born  in  Reamsville,  Smith  Co.,  Kans , ;  she  married  June  1, 

1920  Claud  A.  Flower,  son  of  Wm.  K.  Flower,  railroader,  and  wife  Mary 

(Dyer)  Flower,  born  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Aug.  22,  1896.  They  are  members 

of  the  Protestant  Church.  One  child  has  been  born  to  them: 

3 

Winslow  Leroy  Flower  b  July  16,  1922. 

Berry. 

Dr.  Jireh  Swift^Berry,  born  probably  in  Connecticut,  Apr.  28,  1784, 

died  in  Alburgh,  Grand  Isle  Co.,  Vt.  Jan.  12,  1836.  He  married  in  Grand 

Isle,  Grand  Isle  Co;,  Vt;  Feb.  24,  1822  Arm  Hyde,  born  in  Grand  Isle, 

Grand  Isle  Co.,  Vt.  Dec;  21,  1795,  died  in  Plymouth,  Ill.  Among  their 

children  was  a  son 
2 

Darwin  Berry  b  Apr.  14,  1824,  m  Martha  A.  Wightman. 

2 

Darwin  Berry,  son  of  Dr.  Jireh  Swift  and  Ann  (Hyde)  Berry,  was  born  in 
Alburgh,  Grand  Isle  Co.,  Vt.;  he  married  in  Plymouth,  McDonough  Co., 

Ill.  Dec.  6,  1856,  Martha  A.  Wightman,  daughter  of  William  and  Martha 
(Woodward)  Wightman,  born  in  Manchester,  Vt.  Jan.  11,  1836,  died  in 
Alburgh,  Grand  Isle  Co.,  Vt.  May  4,  1921.  Mr.  Berry  was  a  farmer,  and 

p 

resided  near  Tecumseh,  Johnson  Co.,  Nebr.  The  children  of  Darwin  and 
Martha  (Wightman)  Berry  were: 

Allie^Berry  b  Oct.  27,  1856,  m  J.  Swift  Gordon. 

3  3 

Harry  S.  Berry  b  Nov.  19,  1860,  d  March  13,  1919,  m  Purintha 

Cannon.  (See  Cannon) . 

3  2 

Allie  Berry,  daughter  of  Darwin  and  Martha  (Wightman)  Berry,  was  born 
in  Plymouth,  McDonough  Co.,  Ill.;  she  married  in  Tecumseh,  Johnson  Co., 
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Nebr.,  Apr.  27,  1884  J.  Swift  Gordon,  merchant,  son  of  Benjamin  Gordon, 

merchant,  and  wife  Susan  (Butler)  Gordon,  born  Sept.  27,  - ,  in  Alburgh, 

Grand  Isle  Go.,  Vt.,  and  died  there  Feb.  13,  1914.  Mrs.  Gordon  resides 
in  Enosburg  Falls,  Vt.,  and  is  a  Congregationalist . 

The  children  of  J.  Swift  Gordon  and  Ailie  (Berry)  Gordon  were: 

4 

Marion  A.  Gordon  b  Sept.  15,  1894. 

4 

Mildred  C.  Gordon  b  June,  1896,  d  May  30,  1900. 

3 

Harry  S.  Berry,  son  of  Darwin  and  Martha  (Wight man)  Berry,  married 
Pur intha ^Cannon.  (See  Cannon,  Purintha^ (Samuel  R.^Bluford^. 

Godfrey. 

Enoch^Godfrey  born  in  Delaware  Nov.  24,  1804,  died  in  Cook,  Johnson 

Co.,  Nebr.  Aug.  17,  1888.  Ke  Harried  Sarah  Cook  about  1830,  who  died  in 

Macquon,  Knox  Co.,  Ill.  Sept.  11,  1871.  Their  children  were: 

2 

Nancy  Godfrey  b  Aug.  13,  1831,  m  Jack  Cook. 

2 

John  Godfrey  b  Feb.  14,  1833,  m  Sarah  E«  Woods. 

2 

James  M.  Godfrey  b  Dec.  24,  1834. 

2 

Caroline  Godfrey  b  Sept.  12,  1836,  m  -  Sharp. 

Matilda  W.^ Godfrey  b  Jan.  27,  1838,  m  Sam  McWilliams. 

2 

Dorothy  E.  Godfrey  b  Nov.  17,  1839. 

2 

Eliza  E.  Godfrey  b  Oct.  13,  1841,  m  William  Simpkins. 

2 

Joseph  T.  Godfrey  b  Aug.  2,  1843,  m - Baker. 

2 

John  W.  Godfrey,  son  of  Enoch  and  Sarah  (Cook)  Godfrey,  was  born  in 

Macquon,  Knox  Co.,  Ill.  Feb.  18,  1833,  died  in  Syracuse,  Otoe  Co.,  Nebr. 

Dec.  1909.  He  married  in  Knoxville,  Knox  Co.,  Ill.  Oct.  3,  1858,  Sarah 

E.  Woods,  daughter  of  John  Woods,  born  in  Highland,  Ohio  Aug.  13,  1835, 

died  in  Cortland,- Gage  Co.,  Nebr.  May  27,  1913.  Mr.  Godfrey  was  a  farmer 

in  Knox  County,  Ill.,  and  belonged  to  the  Democratic  party.  They  were 

2 

members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  The  children  of  John  W.  and  Sarah  E. 
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(Woods)  Godfrey  were: 

Enoch  W. ^Godfrey  b  July  15,  1859,  m  Addie  Thomas. 

3 

James  M.  Godfrey  b  Feb.  22,  1862,  m  Dollie  Curtis.  (See  Curtis. ) 
3 

George  B.  Godfrey  b  July  8,  1864,  m  Mae  Porter. 

3 

Robert  Godfrey  b  Jan.  4,  1867. 

3 

Flora  Godfrey  b  Apr.  3,  1869,  m  Frank  Brown,  d  Oct.  1925. 
Peter^Godf rey  b  Oct.  19,  1871,  m  Effie  Dennis. 

Viola^Godfrey  b  Oct.  19,  1874,  m  Fred  Snooks. 

Kate^ Godfrey  b  Aug.  24,  1878,  m  Frank  Blakesley. 

Kerr. 

James *Kerr,  "an  Irishman  fresh  from  the  bog",  married  the  good  widow 

-  Hyde,  in  Pennsylvania  in  1746.  They  had  three  children: 

2 

Susan  Kerr,  married - Lamb,  and  became  the  mother  of  the 

famous  Indian  fighter,  John  Lamb,  of  Kentucky. 

2 

Polly  Kerr,  married - Cummungs . 

2 

James  Kerr,  b  Oct.  8,  1749,  m  Patience  Wells. 

2  1 

James  Kerr,  son  of  James  and  widow  (Hyde)  Kerr,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 

Oct.  18,  1749.  He  was  a  Baptist  minister,  and  the  first  Protestant  to 

preach  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  In  1775  he  married  Patience  Wells 

(who  derived  her  name  from  the  fact  that  she  was  one  of  twenty-four 

brothers  and  sisters),  and  they  settled  near  Danville,  Ky.  in  1780.  In 

1799  Patience  (Wells)  Kerr  died  in  Missouri,  sixteen  miles  west  of..  St. 

Louis,  whither  she  had  gone  on  a  visit  with  her  husband.  Her  husband 

removed  to  St.  Charles,  Mo,  in  1808,  and  died  there  Sept.  27,  1811. 

2 

The  children  of  James  and  Patience  (Wells)  Kerr  were : 

w  K 
Mary  Kerr 

3 

Nancy  Kerr 

3 

Margaret  Kerr 

3 

Patience  Kerr 


err 


Elisabeth  Kerr 


James  Kerr 


William  Kerr 


Thomas  Kerr 


Richard  Kerr  b  Feb.  12,  1795,  m  Ruth  Wells. 

3  2 

Richard  Kerr,  s on  of  James  and  Patience  (Wells)  Kerr,  was  born  probably 
near  Danville,  Ky.  Feb.  12,  1793,  and  died  in  Jackson  Co.,  Texas  Dec.  7, 
1852,  while  on  a  visit  there.  He  was  said  to  be  a  man  near  human  per¬ 
fection,  and  was  interested  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  communities  in 
which  he  lived,  serving  in  Missouri  and  Illinois  as  sheriff  and  legisla¬ 
tor.  He  married  Feb.  12,  1815  Ruth  Wells,  who  died  Dec.  3,  1851.  Their 

graves  are  in  Wells  Cemetery,  near  Pleasant  Hill,  Pike  Co.,  Ill.  The 

3 

children  of  Richard  and  Ruth  (Wells)  Kerr  were: 

4  5  5  5 

1.  Eerelda  Kerr  m  Richard  Wells  and  had  Ru^h',  Busline, -Mary, 

Margaret,  Anna  Elizabeth,  And  Carrie; 

4  5  5 

2.  Mary  m  William  Steelg  and  hag  Richgrd,  Pajjiencg,  Wm.  Theodore 

Susan,  Maggie,  Anna,  Ellen,  Job',  and  Emily. 

3.  Margaret^K err  b  Apr.  7,  1819,  m  (1)  — - -  Davis; 

(2)  Bluford  Cannon. 

4 

4.  Patience  Kerr  m  (1)  James  Wells  and  had  1  son. 

m  (2)  —  Smith  and  had  1  daughter, 

m  (3)  Quiliy  McElfresh  and  had  3  children. 

4 

5.  Elizabeth  Kerr  m  Perry  Wells  and  had  six  children. 

4  3 

Margaret  Kerr,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Ruth  (Wells)  Kerr,  was  born  April 
7,  1819  and  died  Dec.  2,  1858  in  Pleasant  Hill,  Pike  Co.,  Ill.  She  mar¬ 
ried  (1)  — — — —  Davis  by  whom  she  had: 

Margaret  Jane  Davis  b  Aug.  15,  1835,  m  Z.  Webster,  and  had 
Irvin  Webster,  Pleasant  Lake,  Ill. 

John  Webster,  Plymouth,  Ind. 

Ellen  Webster,  m  — -  Westlake  of  Oklahoma. 

Alice  Webster,  m  — —  Clark  of  Chicago,  Ill. 

4 

Margaret  (Kerr)  Davis  married  (2),  as  his  first  wife,  Bluford  Camion. 

(See  Cannon,  Bluford^). 


Douglas 


Warner  D.  Douglas,  born  in  Genesee  Co.,  N.Y.  May  5,  1803,  died  in 

Tecumseh,  Johns  on.  Co.,  Nebr.  April  6,  1880;  he  married  Jan.  3,  1830 

Caroline  Brooks,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Lucretia  (Davis)  Brooks,  born 

June  4,  1810,  died  in  Teheran,  Mason  Co.,  Ill.  April  11,  1895.  Nathan 

Brooks,  merchant,  was  a  resident  of  Indiana,  Illinois; and  Nebraska.  He 

was  a  Whig -Democrat,  and  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  The  children 

of  Warner  D.^and  Caroline  (Brooks)  Douglas  were: 

2 

Nelson  Brooks  Douglas  b  Nov.  24,  1830,  d  July  27,  1834. 

2 

Amanda  Adaline  Douglas  b  Sept.  1,  1833,  d  Aug.  7,  1834. 

2 

Cyrus  Douglas  b  Sept.  22,  1838,  m  Louisa  E.  Munson. 

2 

John  Wesley  Douglas  b  Dec.  23,  1841,  m  Ella  Hereford. 

2 

Nathan  Brooks  Douglas  b  April  28, ,,1845,  m  (1)  Julia  Atwater; 

~  ~~  (2)  Mary  J.^ Curtis^  See  Mary  J.  Curtis 

(Harrison  J.  Henry  ). 

2 

Frances  Emma  Douglas  b  Feb.  12,  1848,  m  George  W.  Mo s slander. 

2 

William  Wallace  Douglas  b  Nov.  19,  1851,  m  Elizabeth  J.  Robb. 

(See  Below) 

2 

Lucinda  Adelaide  Douglas  b  Aug.  25,  1854,  m  Albert  Powell. 

2 

Nathan  Brooks  Douglas,  son  of  Warner  D.  and  Caroline  (Brooks)  Douglas,:- 
was  born  in  Hutsonville,  Ill.  April  28,  1845,  died  in  Tecumseh,  Johnson 
Co.,  Nebr.  July  1,  1895.  He  married  (1)  Julia  Atwater;  (2)  in  Tecumseh, 
Nebr.  July  18,  1882  Mary  Jane^Gurtis,  daughter  of  Harrison  J?  and  Mary  E. 
(Camon)  Curtis,  born  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Ill.  July  21,  1862,  died  in 
Lincoln,  Nebr.  Sept.  19,  1905. 

2 

The  children  of  Nathan  Brooks  and  Mary  J.  (Curtis)  Douglas  were: 

3 

Howard  Tillman  Douglas  b  May  12,  1883,  m  Maude  Knott. 

3 

Harry  Bert  Douglas  b  Jan.  28,  1885,  d  Feb.  5,  1892. 

3 

Alice  Eugenia  Douglas  b  Dec.  16,  1886,  m  Fred  Keesler. 


■ 
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Caroline  Elizabeth  Douglas  b  Apr.  14,  1889,  xn  Bert  Hickman. 

3 

Harry  Max  Douglas  b  Feb.  2,  1892,  m  Susie  Juhl. 

3 

Robert  Hugh  Douglas  b  Jan.  29,  1894,  m  Elizabeth  Snooke. 

3 

Kellie  Brooks  Douglas  b  Dec.  1,  1895,  m  Elmer  Harris ey. 

2  1 

William  Wallace  Douglas,  son  of  Warner  D.  and  Caroline  (Brooks)  Douglas, 
was  born  in  Rushville,  Schuyler  Co.,  Ill,  Nov.  19,  1851;  he  married  in 
Phelps  City,  Mo.  Dec.  2,  1875,  Elizabeth  Jane  Robb,  daughter  of  John 
Q.  A.  Robb,  farmer,  and  wife  Violet  (Chapman)  Robb,  born  in  Ashley,  Wash¬ 
ington  Co.,  Ill.  Sept.  2,  1858.  Mr,  Douglas  is  a  teacher,  and  resides 

with  his  wife  in  Crete,  Nebr.,  where  they  are  members  of  the  Christian 

2 

Church.  The  children  of  William  Wallaco  and  Elizabeth  J.  (Robb)  . 
Douglas  are : 

Marion^Douglas  b  Sept.  21,  1879,  d  Sept.  19,  1880. 

3 

Mabel  A.gnes  Douglas  b  Feb.  7,  1882,  m  Chas.  C.  Graham. 

3 

Robb  Wallace  Douglas  b  Nov.  4,  1884,  m  Pearle  Freeman. 

3 

William  Harold'  Douglas  b  Feb.  12,  1891,  m  Barbara  Cox. 

3 

Donald  Quincy  Douglas  b  May  31,  1895,  m  Marcella  Dawson. 

3 

Helen  Josephine  Douglas  b  Nov.  12,  1896,  d  Aug.  31,  1917; 

m  Aug.  2,  1917,  Raymond  A.  Smith. 
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Explanatory. 

The  small  figures  at  the  right  of  baptismal  names  denotes  the  genera¬ 
tion  in  the  line  of  descent;  as,  for  instance  -  Henryk Curtis  was  the 
first  of  our  line  about  whom  we  know  anything  definitely. 

His  sens,  Henry  Amos  and  Harrison  J.,  were  the  second  generation  in 

2  2 

descent,  hence  we  denote  them  -  Henry  Amos  and  Harrison  J. 

3 

Their  sons  were  third  in  the  line  of  descent  -  Henry  Bluford  Curtis 

3 

and  Wesley  Lyman  Curtis. 

The  abbreviation  b  stands  for  born;  m  stands  for  married;  d  stands 
for  died. 

Clarence  C.  Cannon,  Washington,  D.C.,  House  of  Representatives, 
is  preparing  the  history  of  the  Cannon  family,  which  he  hopes  to  have 
completed  in  a  short  time. 
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